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TINTWISTLE  RURAL  DISTRICT  COUNCIL 


Medical  Officer’s  Report  for  the  year  ending  31st  December,  19^* 


To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  Tintwistle  Rural  District  Council 


Gentlemen, 

I  have  the  honour  to  present  to  you  the  Annual  Report 
on  the  health  of  Tintwistle  for  the  year  1969* 

This  report  covers  the  last  twelve  months  of  Dr.  Darling's 
appointment  as  your  Medical  Officer.  In  his  last  report  to  you,  he 
commented  on  the  fact  that  he  was  leaving  public  health  work  for  general 
practice  because  of  the  diminishing  responsibilities  associated  with  the 
public  health  field.  This  is  borne  out  today  when  one  learns  of  the 
setting  up  of  a  new  Social  Services  Department  which  is  taking  over  some 
of  those  services  administered  not  by  you  but  by  the  Divisional  Health 
Committee  on  which  you  have  representation.  In  the  environmental  field 
much  of  the  work  is  now  in  the  capable  hands  of  the  Public  Health 
Inspector  and  the  active  immunization  programme,  which  is  expanding  all 
the  time,  is  making  a  valuable  contribution  in  preventing  much  of  the 
suffering  associated  with  the  infectious  fevers.  I  have  no  epidemics 
to  report  in  1969  end  °nly  one  case  of  meningococcal  meningitis  was 
notified. 


The  corrected  birth  rate  of  20.7  per  1,000  showed  a 
marked  increase  over  1968,  but  there  was  also  an  increase  in  the  death 
rate  to  14.3  per  1,000. 

Once  again,  there  were  no  maternal  deaths  or  infant 
deaths  in  the  District. 

Yours  faithfully,  . 


T.  HOLME. 


Medical  Officer  of  Health 


POPULATION 


The  Registrar  General’s  estimate  for  mid-1969  was  1,470# 

BIRTHS 

There  were  31  live  births  during  1969.  Of  these,  15  were  males 
and  16  females. 

The  Crude  Birth  Rate  was  21,1  per  1,000  compared  with  14# 1  per 
1,000  in  1968.  When  adjusted  for  comparative  purposes  with  other  areas 
the  birth  rate  was  20,7  per  1,000  compared  with  16. 3  for  England  and 
Wales# 

There  were  no  Still  Births, 

DEATHS 

The  number  of  deaths  during  1969  was  21,  Of  these,  10  were 
males  and  11  females.  (See  page  4). 

INFANT  MORTALITY 


There  were  no  deaths  under  the  age  of  twelve  months, 

MATERNAL  MORTALITY 

No  deaths  occurred  as  a  result  of  pregnancy, 

INFECTIOUS  DISEASES 

The  following  figures  indicate  the  extent  to  which  all  types 
of  notifiable  infectious  diseases  occurred. 

Meningococcal  Meningitis  1 


TUBERCULOSIS 

There  were  four  cases  of  Tuberculosis  (3  pulmonary  and  1 
non-pulmonary)  on  the  Register  at  the  end  of  the  year, 

SERVICES  PROVIDED  BY  THE  CHESHIRE  COUNTY  COUNCIL 

CARE  OF  MOTHERS  AND  BABIES 


The  Clinic  at  Christ  Church  School,  Tintwistle,  continued  to 
be  held  on  the  2nd  and  4th  Thursday  of  each  month.  A  doctor,  health 
visitor  and  members  of  the  Ladies  Voluntary  Committee  attended  each 
session. 


Attendances  were  as  under 

New  Cases  Total  Attendances  Average  Attendances  Seen  by  Doctor 
15  (18)  389  (483)  28  (21)  62  (8l) 

Figures  in  brackets  indicate  the  corresponding  numbers  in  the 
previous  year. 

The  Ladies  Voluntary  Welfare  Committee  provides  valuable 
assistance  to  professional  staff  by  the  sale  of  infant  foods,  the  provision 
of  teas  for  mothers,  and  the  performance  of  clerical  duties.  In  addition 
to  the  stock  of  proprietary  infant  foods  maintained  by  this  Committee, 
National  Welfare  Foods  also  are  sold, 

A  representative  of  this  Committee  attends  meetings  of  the  Hyde 
Divisional  Health  Committee,  thus  providing  a  very  necessary  link  between 
the  two  Committees, 
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NURSING  SERVICES 


The  services  of  a  Health  Visitor  who  is  responsible  also 
for  covering  the  Longdendale  U.D.C.  area  are  available.  Her  duties 
include  the  visiting  in  the  homes  of  all  children  under  the  age  of 
5  years,  attendance  at  Clinic  sessions  and  the  visiting  of  school 
children  in  need  of  medical  supervision. 

The  nursing  services  in  the  area  are  provided  by  the 
Cheshire  County  Council  who  employ  Health  Visitors,  Midwives  and 
Home  Nurses. 


CAUSES  OP  HEATH  AT  DIFFERENT  PERIODS  OF  LIFE  DURING  1969  IN  THE  RURAL  DISTRICT  OF  TINTV/ISTLE 


TINTWISTLE  RURAL  DISTRICT  COUNCIL 


Public  Health  Inspector's  Report  for  the  year 
ended  Jlst  December  1969 


WATER  SUPPLY 

Details  of  supply  are  as  described  in  previous  years 1 
reports,  the  undertakers  being  Manchester  Corporation  Waterworks  who 
undertake  frequent  sampling  of  mains  supply,  and  whose  Chief  Chemist 
has  reported  the  supply  as  being  consistently  satisfactory  both  chemically 
and  bacteriologically.  No  change  took  place  during  the  year  towards 
fluoridation  of  the  mains  supply. 

There  are  no  properties  on  stand-pipe  supply,  and  with 
the  exception  of  approximately  25  dwellings  the  whole  of  the  remaining 
are  on  mains  supply  laid  internally  to  the  properties. 

Five  samples  of  mains  supply  were  submitted  to  the  Public 
Health  Laboratory  for  bacteriological  examination.  Four  were 
completely  satisfactory  with  "Nil  Counts",  the  other  having  3  Coliform 
Bacilli  per  100  m.l.,  which  on  a  repeat  sample  gave  a  "Nil  Count". 

A  sample  taken  after  filtration  from  the  private  supply 
to  the  Youth  Hostel  at  Crowden  was  completely  satisfactory. 

The  possibility  of  supplying  a  group  of  five  cottages  at 
Woodhead  Road,  Tintwistle  with  mains  supply  in  lieu  of  the  inadequate 
private  supply  was  investigated  and  correspondence  with  Manchester 
Corporation  Waterworks  indicated  that  future  major  mains  improvements 
might  make  this  possible  with  additional  head  being  made  available.  Two 
samples  taken  from  these  cottages  showed  18  Coliform  Bacilli  per  100  m.l. 
on  the  raw  water  and  a  completely  satisfactory  result  after  treatment  by 
the  Berkfeld  Filter  fitted. 

HOUSING 

There  was  neither  private  nor  local  authority  house  building 
during  the  year. 

Five  applications  for  Discretionary  Grants  and  9  for  Standard 
Grants  were  approved  during  the  year,  grants  completed  being  one  discretionary 
and  5  Standard. 

Four  of  the  applications  involved  qualification  certificate 
applications  also.  In  two  of  these, provisional  approval  for  this  purpose 
was  refused,  while  in  the  other  two  cases  the  provisional  certificates 
were  issued. 


Desirable  as  the  relation  of  rental  to  improvement  work  is, 
the  qualification  procedure  is  be-set  with  a  multiplicity  of  foms  and 
causes  inevitable  delay  and  frustration  to  applicants,  and  could,  in  my 
opinion  even  result  in  owners  being  discouraged  from  following  through 
proposed  improvements. 

Properties  at  56,  58>  Old  Road  (internal  W.C.  provision) 
and  19A,  Manchester  Road  (internal  W.C.  and  W.Hand  Basin)  were  improved 
without  grant  aid. 

SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES,  SEWERAGE,  ETC. 

The  district  is  100^  water  carriage  served  (approximately 
40  properties  being  drained  to  septic  tanks). 

The  re-constructed  and  modernised  sewage  works  functioned 
satisfactorily  during  the  year,  and  all  reports  on  samples  of  effluent 
taken  by  the  Mersey  Weaver  River  Authority  were  reported  as  being  well 
within  the  limits  approved.  Aluminium  Chlorohydrate  additive  was  used 
to  aid  sludge  drying  on  the  beds  and  was  reasonably  successful. 
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SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES,  SEWERAGE,  ETC.  (CONTP) 


Loan  sanction  was  received  from  the  Ministry  of  Housing 
and  Local  Government  for  the  construction  of  two  main  storm  overflows 
on  the  sewer  system,  and  for  new  sewer  provision  together  with  house 
connections  to  eliminate  a  section  of  stone  sewer  on  the  west  side  of 
New  Road.  The  accepted  tender  prices  were  for  £5,091  in  respect  of  the 
two  storm  overflows,  and  for  £3 >294  for  the  general  sewer  work  and  connections. 
It  was  agreed  that  commencement  on  the  work  should  be  left  until  early  Spring 
1970  to  avoid  the  bad  weather  which  would  have  made  working  conditions 
difficult  with  possible  adverse  effect  on  the  completed  schemes. 

Reference  was  made  in  last  year's  report  to  the  approach 
made  to  Cheshire  County  Council,  as  the  Highway  Authority,  for 
contribution  on  this  sewer  expenditure,  based  on  the  fact  that  the 
sewers  take  practically  the  whole  of  the  street  gully  discharge. 

No  real  progress  was  made  in  this  respect,  though  at  a 
meeting  in  September,  1969  an  assurance  was  received  that  consideration 
would  be  given  to  such  a  contribution. 

REFUSE  COLLECTION  AND  DISPOSAL 


In  April,  1969 ,  the  anticipated  change-over  in  Refuse 
Collection  took  place,  viz;  the  cessation  of  the  employment  of  a  private 
contractor  using  a  non- purpose  built  vehicle,  and  the  implementation  of 
the  agreement  with  Longdendale  U.D.C.  for  their  vehicles  and  crews  to  carry 
out  the  collection  and  disposal  service  following  the  introduction  of  a 
bonus  scheme  in  that  authority.  Collection  as  formerly  was  weekly,  with 
the  exception  of  isolated  farms  and  properties  which  were  arranged  for 
fortnightly  collection*  The  new  system  is  a  very  real  improvement  in  the 
Council's  services,  which  I  had  encouraged  over  a  long  period,  and  is  of 
economic  benefit  when  allowance  is  made  for  the  fact  that  tipping  of  refuse 
at  the  Tintwistle  tip  ceased,  and  thus  allowed  a  complete  covering  and 
closing  of  same  to  be  effected. 

As  reported  in  last  year's  report,  negotiations  were  in 
progress  between  Glossop  M.B.,  Longdendale  U.D.C.  and  this  authority  for 
the  proposed  provision  of  a  joint  pulverisation  plant  for  the  disposal  of 
refuse.  Little  progress  was  made  on  this  subject  due  to  difficulties  as 
to  site  and  planning  permission.  Meanwhile,  the  Council  also  participated 
in  the  Group  15  Study  on  Refuse  Disposal,  being  undertaken  by  the  Local 
Government  Operational  Research  Unit  which  covered  a  group  of  authorities 
with  a  population  of  450,000.  Indications  were  that  the  joint  pulverisation 
plant  referred  to  was  likely  to  be  a  more  attractive  proposition  than  any 
results  forthcoming  from  the  Group  15  Study. 

CIVIC  AMENITIES  ACT,  1967 

Facilities  continued  for  the  removal,  free  of.  charge,  of 
bulky  and  special  items  of  domestic  refuse,  including  household  furniture. 

An  agreement  for  the  removal  of  unwanted  motor  vehicles  continued 
with  a  private  contractor  at  a  fixed  charge  of  £2  per  vehicle.  Four  vehicles 
were  removed  during  the  year,  three  by  voluntary  agreement,  and  one  after 
formal  action. 

The  Cheshire  Police  Authority  instituted  proceedings  against 
a  cafe  proprietor  from  the  Manchester  area  in  respect  of  unauthorised 
tipping  of  refuse  on  Manchester  Corporation  Waterworks  land  between 
Tintwistle  and  Crowden.  Conviction  with  fines  and  costs  were  obtained, 

CLEAN  AIR  ACT,  1956 

After  consideration  of  a  letter  from  the  North  Vest  Economics 
Planning  Council  on  the  subject  of  smoke  pollution, the  Council  agreed  to 
join  the  South  East  Lancashire  and  North  East  Cheshire  Consultative  Committee 
for  the  Investigation  of  Atmospheric  Pollution  with  a  view  to  installing 
a/ 
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CLEAN  AIR  ACT,  1956  (CONTP) 

a  volumetric  instrument  within  the  district  for  the  measurement  of 
smoke  and  S0-2  pollution.  Arrangements  were  made  towards  the  end  of 
the  year  for  the  siting  of  the  instrument,  and  for  readings  to  be  taken 
by  scholars  of  the  Longdendale  Secondary  Modern  School,  who  would  use 
the  results  as  part  of  a  "project  study".  Operation  of  the  instrument 
did  not  commence  until  after  the  end  of  1969* 

RODENT  CONTROL 


Free  treatment  is  given  at  all  premises.  The  whole  of  the 
sewer  system  was  baited  during  the  year,  results  showing  two  complete  and 
six  partial  takes  out  of  56  manholes  treated. 

FOOD  AND  DRUGS  ACT,  1999 

OFFICES,  SHOPS,  AND  RAILWAY  PREMISES  ACT,1963 

No  special  mention  is  indicated,  though  action  was  taken 
against  the  establishment  of  a  mobile  snack  bar  on  the  A  628  trunk  road 
at  Woodhead, 


1963. 


Seven  premises  remained  on  the  register  under  the  O.S.R.  Act 


Routine  milk  sampling  as  before,  continued  to  be  carried  out 
by  the  County  Medical  Officer's  Department,  the  following  being  a  summary 
of  the  results. 


Pass  Fail  Void 

Untreated  Farm  Bottled  Milk  _  ~ 

(Methylene  Blue  Test) 

Pasteurised  Milk  2  1 

(Methylene  Blue  &  Phosphatase  Tests) 

Sterilised  Milk  1  - 

(Turbidity  Test) 

Ultra-Heat  Treated  Milk  3  ~ 

(Colony  Count  Test) 


Samples  of  raw  milk  from  producer/retailers  submitted  to 
Brucella  examination  showed  the  following  results. 


Retail  Samples 
Individual  Cow  Samples 


Milk  Ring  Test 
Negative  Positive 


Culture 

Negative  Positive 


12  1  +  1  Nil 

10  Nil 


FACTORIES  ACT,  I96I 

There  is  only  one  factory  registered  with  the  authority,  and 
no  contraventions  were  noted. 

There  were  no  outworkers  on  the  register  during  the  year. 
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